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ACTS or LAWS 


1155 SED IN T fe 


STATE, or MASSACHUSETTS s BAY. 


No. I. 


STATE of „ BAY. 
In the Year of our Lord One Thouſand Seven A 
and Seventy-eight. ? 3 


4 4 to prevent the return to this State of certain 
* Perſons therein named, and others, who have left this 
State, or either of the United States, and TT: 156 N 
en — 604 


25 1 Py ; ! 
"ey 7 - 4 


V "HEREAS Thomas Hutchinſon, Eig. 1 late Gene 


of this State, Francis Bernard, Eſq. formerly Governor 
of this State, Thomas Oliver; Eſq. late Lieutenant Go- 


vernor of this State; Timothy Ruggles, of Hardwick, in 


the county of — Eſq.; William Apthorp, mer- 


chant, Gibbs Atkins, cabinet · maker, John Atkinſon, John 


1 Amory, James Anderſon, Thomas Apthorp, David Black, 
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William Burton, William Bowes, George Brindley, Ro- 


bert Blair, Thomas Brindley, James Barrick, merchants, 


Thomas Brattle, Eſq. Sampſon Salter Blowers, Eſq. James 
Bruce, Ebenezer Bridgham, Alexander Brymer, Edward 


Berry, merchants, William Burch, late Commifſioner of 
the cuſtoms, Eſq. Mather Byles, jun. clerk, William Cod- 


ner, book-keeper, Edward Cox, merchant, Andrew Caz- 
ns Eſq. barriſter at law, Henry Canner, clerk, Tho- 
mas Courtney, tay bor, Richard Clark, Eſq. Laac Clerk, 
" phyſician, Benjamin Church, phyfi ician, John Coffin, diſ- 


tiller, John Clark, phyſician, William Coffin, Eq. Natha- 


niel. Coffin, Eſq. John Clark, merchant, Archibald Cun- 
ningham, ſhop-keeper, Gilbert Deblois, merchant, Lewis 
Deblois, merchant, Philip Dumareſque, merchant, Ben- 
Jamin. Davis, merchant, John Erving, jun. Eſq. George 
_ Erving, Eſq. Edward Foſter, and' Edward Fofter, jun. 
blackſmiths, Benjamin Faneuil, jun, merchant, Thomas 


Flucker, Eſq, late Secretary for Maſſachuſetts Bay, Samuel 


Fitch,, Eſq. Wilfret Fiſher, carter, James Foreſt, mer- 
. chant, Lewis Gray, merchant, Francis Green, merchant, 
' Joſeph Green, Eſq. Silveſter Gardiner, Eſq. Harriſon Gray, 
Eſq. late Treaſurer of Maſſachuſetts Bay, Harriſon Gray, 
Jun. clerk to the Treaſurer, Joſeph Goldthwait, Eſq. Mar- 
tain Gray, founder, John Gore, Eſq. Benjamin Hallowell, 
- Efq.. Robert Hallowell, Eſq. Thomas Hutchinſon, jun. 
Eſq. Benjamin Gridley, Eſq. Frederick William Geyer,. 
merchant, John Greenlaw, ſhop-keeper, David _Green, 
- mexchant, Eliſha Hutchinſon, Eſq. James Hall, mariner, 
Foſter Hutchinſon, Efq. Benjamin Mulbury Holmes, diſ- 
. tiller, Samuel Hodges, book-keeper, Henry Hulton, Efq. 


- Hawes Hatch, wharfinger, John Joy, houſewright, Peter 


Johonnot, diſtiller, William Jackſon, merchant, John lef- 
2 ſeries, phyſician, Henry Laughton, merchant, James Hen- 
ae. trader, John OG Lean. Chriſtopher Hatch, 
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mariner, Robert Jervis, mariner, Richard Lechmore, Eſq. 


Edward Lyde, merchant, Henry Lloyd, Eſq. George Leo- 


* 


" > 
+ + 


| nard, miller, Henry Leddle, book-keeper, Archibald Me 


Neal, baker, Chriſtopher Minot, tide-waiter, John Mur- 


ray, Eſq. William Me Alpin, book- binder, Thomas Mit- 


chel, mariner, William Marſtin, Eſq. John Knutton, tal- 


low-chandler, Thomas Knight, ſhop-keeper, Samuel Prince, 


merchant, Adino Paddock, Eſq. Charles Paxton, Eſq. Sir 
William Pepperel, Baronet, John Powel, Eſq. William Lee 

Perkins, phyſician, Nathaniel Perkins, Eſq. Samuel Quin- 
cey, Eſq. Owen Richards, tide-waiter, Samuel Rogers, 
merchant, Jonathan Simpſon, Eſq. George Spooner, mer- 
chant, Edward Stowe, mariner, Richard Smith, merchant, 


Jonathan Snelling, Eſq. Daniel Silſby, trader, Samuel 


Sewel, Eſq. Abraham Savage, tax-gatherer, Joſeph Scott, 
Eſq. Francis Skinner, clerk to the late Council, William 


Simpſon, merchant, Richard Sherwin, ſadler, Henry Smith, 


merchant, John Semple, merchant, Robert Semple, merchant, 
Thomas Selkridge, merchant, James Selkridge, merchant, 
Robert Service, trader, Simon Tufts, trader, Arodi Thayer, 
late Marſhal to the Admiralty Court, Nathaniel Tay lor, de- 
puty naval officer, John Trouthbeck, clerk, Gregory Town- 
ſend, Eſq. William Taylor, merchant, William Vaſſal, Eſq. 
Joſeph Taylor, merchant, Joſhua Upham, Eſq. William 
Walter, clerk, Samuel Waterhouſe, merchant, Iſaac Win- 
flow, merchant, John Winflow, jun. merchant, David Willis, 
mariner, Obadiah Whiſton, blackſmith, Archibald Wilfon, 
trader, John White, mariner, William Warden, peruke-ma- 
ker, Nathaniel Mills, John Hicks, John How, and John Fle- 


ming, printers, all of Boſton, in the county of Suffolk; Ro- 


bert Auchmuty, Eſq. Joſhua Loring, Eſq. both of Rox- 
bury, in the ſame county; Samuel Goldibury, yeoman of 
Wrentham, in the county of Suffolk; Joſhua Loring, jun. 
merchant, Nathaniel Hatch, Eſq. both of Dorcheſter, in 
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he ſame county; William Brown, Eſq. Wein n Pickman, 


Eſq. Samuel Porter, Eſq. John Sargeant, trader, all of 


Salem, in the county of Eſſex; Richard Saltonſtall, 'Eſq- 
of Haverhill, in the ſame county; Thomas. Roby, trader, 
Benjamin Marſton, merchant, both of Marblehead, in ſaid 


county of Eſſex; Moſes Badger, clerk, of Haverhill, afore- 
aid; Jonathan Sewall, Eſq. John Vaſſal, Eſq. David Phipps, 


Eſq. John Nutting, carpenter, all of Cambridge, in the 
eounty of Middleſex; Iſaac Royal, Eſq. of Medford, in the 


"fame county, Henry Barnes, of Marlborough, in faid 


county of Middleſex, merchant, Jeremiah Dummer Rogers, 
of Littleton, in the ſame. county, Eſq. Daniel Bliſs, of 
Concord, in the ſaid county of ' Middleſex, Eſq. Charles 


"Ruſſel, of Lincoln, in the ſame county, - phyfician, Joſeph 


Adams, of Townſend, in ſaid county of Middleſex, phy- 


"'fician, Thomas Danforth, of Charleſtown, in ſaid county, 
Eſq. Joſhua Smith, trader, of Townſend, in ſaid county; 
\ Joſeph Aſhley, jun. gentleman, of Sunderland, Nathaniel 
' Dickerſon, gentleman, of Deerfield, : Samuel Bliſs, ſhop- 


keeper, of Greenfield, Roger Dickenſon, yeoman, Joſiah 
Pumroy, phyſician, and Thomas Cutler, gentleman, of 
Hatfield, Jonathan Bliſs, Eſq. of Springfield, William 
Galway, yeoman, of Conway, Elijah Williams, attorney 


at law, of Deerfield, James Oliver, gentleman, of Con- 
way, all in the county of , Hampſhire 5 Pelham Winſlow, 


| Eſy. Cornelius White, mariner, Edward Winſlow, jun. 


Eſq. all of Plymouth, in the county of Plymouth, Peter 
Over, Eſq. Peter Oliver, jun. phyſician, both of Mid- 


dleborough, in the ſame county, Joſiah Edſon, Eſq. of 


Bridgewater, in the ſaid county of Plymouth, Lieutenant 


Daniel Dunbar, of Hallifax, in the ſame cqunty, Charles 
Curtis, of Scituate, in ſaid county of Plymouth, gentle- 
man, Nathaniel Ray Thomas, Eſq. Iſrael Tildon, Caleb 
e ee Seth Seeg ae Waller, Gideon Walker, 


— 


Zeiss 


75 
Tera Walker, Adam Hall, tertius, Iſaac. Toice, Joſeph 
Phillips, Daniel White, jun. Cornelius White, tertius, 


Melgar Carver, Luke Hall, Thomas Decrow, John Baker, 


jun. all of Marſhfieid, in the ſaid county of Plymouth 3. 
Gideon White, jun. Daniel Leanord, Eſq. Seth Williame, 
zu n. gentleman, Soloman Smith, boatman, all of 1 


"ron, in the county of Briſtol, Thomas Gilbert, Eſq, 
Perez Gilbert, Ebenezer Hathaway, jun. Lott Strange, 
the third, Zebedee Terree, Bradford Gilbert, all of Free- 


town, in the fame county, Joſhua Broomer, Shadrack 
Hathaway, Calwin Hathaway, Luther Hathaway, Henry 
Tiſdel, William Burden, Levi Chace, Shadrack Chace, 


Richard Holland, Ebenezer Phillips, Samuel Gilbert, gen- 


tleman, Thomas Gilbert, yeoman, both of Berkley, in the 
ſaid county of Briſtol; Ammi Chace, Caleb Wheaton, 


Joſhua Wilborne, ee Bourn, gentleman, Thomas 


Perry, yeoman, David Atkins, labourer, Samuel Ferry, 
mariner, Stephen Perry, labourer, John Blackwell, jun, 
labourer, Francis Finny, labourer, and Nehemiah Webb, 
mariner, all of Sandwich, in the county of Barnſtable; - 
Eldad Tupper, of Dartmouth, ia the county of Briſtol, 
labourer, Silas Perry, labourer, Seth Perry, mariner, 
Eliſha Bourn, gentleman, Thomas Bumpus, yeoman, 


Ephraim Ellis, jun. yeoman, Edward Bourn, gentleman, 


Nicholas Cobb, labourer, William Bourn, cordwainer, 
all. of Sandwich, in the county of Barnſtable, and Seth 
Bangs, of Harwich, in the. county of Barnſtable, mariner; 
John Chandler, Eſq. James Putnam, Eſq, Rufus Chandler, 


gentleinan, William Paine, phyſician, Adam Walker, 


blackſmith, William Chandler, gentlemao, all of Wor- 
ceſter, in the county of Woreeſter, John Walker, gentle- 
man, David Buſh, yeoman, both of Shrewſbury, in the 
fame county, Abyah Willard, Eſq. Abel Willard, Eſq, 
Joſeph Houſe, yeoman, all of Lancaſter, in the ſaid county 
of Worceſter, Ebenezer Cutler, trader, James Eager, yeo- 
man, 
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mah, both of Northborough, in the ſame county, Daniel” 


Oliver, Eſq. Richard Ruggles, yeoman, Gardner Chand- 
ler, trader, Joſeph Ruggles, gentleman, Nathaniel Rug- 
gles, yeoman, all of Harde icb, in the ſaid county of 
Worceſter, John Ruggles, yeoman, of ſaid Hardwich, 


John Eager, yeoman, Ebenezer Whipple, Iſrael Conkay, 
John Murray, Eſq. of Rutland, in ſaid county of Wor- 
ceſter, Daniel Murray, gentleman, Samuel Murray, gen- 


tleman, Michael Martin, trader, of Brookfield, in the 
ſaid county of Worceſter, Thomas Beaman, gentleman, 
of Peterſham, in the ſame county, Nathaniel Chandler, 
gentleman, John Bowen, gentleman, of Princetown, in 
the ſaid county of Worceſter, James Crage, gentleman, of 
Oakham, in the ſame county, Thomas Mullins, black- 


ſmith, of Leominſter, in the ſaid county of Worcefter ; 
Francis Waldo, Efq. Arthur Savage, Eſq. Jeremiah Pote, 


mariner, Thomas Roſs, mariner, James Wildridge, ma- 
riner, George Lyde, cuſtom-houſe officer, Robert Pegan, 
merchant, Thomas Wyer, mariner, Thomas Coulſon, - 
merchant, John Wiſwall, clerk, Joſhua Eldridge, mariner, 
Thomas Oxnard, merchant, Edward Oxnard, merchant, 
William Tyng, Eſq. John Wright, merchant, | Samuel 


Longfellow; mariner, all of Falmouth, in the county of 
Cumberland ; Charles Callahan, of Pownaſborough, i in the 
county of Lincoln, mariner; Jonas Jones, of Eaſt Hoo- 


Fuck, in the county of Berkſhire, David Ingerſoll, of 


Great-Barrington, 'in the ſame county, Eſq. Jonathan 
Prindall, Benjamin Noble, Francis Noble, ' Eliſha Jones, 


of Pittsfield, in the ſaid county of Berkſhire, yeoman, 
John Graves, yeoman, Daniel Brewer, yeoman, both of 
Pittsfield, aforeſaid, Richard Square, of Laneſborough, 


in the ſaid county of Berkſhire, Ephraim Jones, of Eaſt 
Hooſuck, in the ſame county, Lewis Hubbel, and many 


ther perſens, haye left this State, or ſome other of the 


United 


United States of America, and joined the enemies thereof: 


11 


Thereby not only depriving theſe States of their perſonal 
ſervices, at a time when they ought to have afforded their 
utmoſt aid in defending the ſaid States againſt the invaſions 
of a cruel enemy, but manifeſting an inimical diſpoſition to 
the ſaid States, and a deſign to aid and abet the enemies 
thereof in their wicked purpoſes. And whereas many dan- 


gers may accrue to this State, and the United States, if 


ſuch perſons ſhould be again adopted to reſide in Una 
"nes 2 7 2 We 


Be it therefore enafled 5 the Council and Houſ of Repreſen- | 
tatives in General Court aſſe embled, and by the Authority of the 


- fame, That if the ſaid Thomas Hutchinſon, Francis Ber- 
nard, Thomas Oliver, Timothy Ruggles, William Apthorp, 


Gibbs Atkins, John Atkinſon, John Amory, James An- 
derſon, Thomas Apthorp, David Black, William Burton, 
William Bowes, George Brindley, Robert Blair, Thomas 
Brindley, James Barrick, Thomas Brattle, Sampſon Salter 


. Blowers, James Bruce, Ebenezer Bridgham, Alexander 


Brymer, Edward Berry, William Burch, Mathew Byles, 
jun. William Codner, Edward Cox, Andrew Cazneau, 


Henry Canner, Thomas Courtney, Richard Clark, Iſaac 


Clark, Benjamin Church, John Coffin, John Clark, Wil- 
liam Coffin, Nathaniel Coffin, Jonathan Clark, Autbibald 
Cunningham, Gilbert Deblois, Lewis Deblois, Philip Do- 
mareſque, Benjamin Davis, John Erving, jun. George 
Erving, Edward Foſter, Edward Foſter, jun. Benjamin 
Faneuil, jun. Thomas Fluker, Samuel Fitch, Wilfret 
Fiſher, James Foreſt, Lewis Gray, Francis Green, Jo- 
ſeph' Green, Silveſter Gardner, Harriſon Gray, Harriſon 


_ Gray, jun. Joſeph Goldthwait, Martin Gay, John Gore; 
Benjamin Hallowell, Robert Halloyell, Thomas Hutchin+. 


B | e ns 
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„ 
ſon, jun, Benjamin Gridley, Frederick William Geyer, 


John Greenlaw, David Green, Eliſha Hutchinſon, OY 


Hall, Foſter Hutchinſon, Benjamin Milbury Holmes, Sa- 
muel Hodges, Henry Hulton, Hawes Hatch, John Joy, 
Peter Johonnot, William Jackſon, John Jefferies, Heory 
Laughton, James Henderſon, John Hinſton, Chriſtopher 


Hateh, Robert Jarvis, Richard Lechmere, Edward Lyde, 


Heary Lloyd, George Leonard, Henry Leddle, Archibald 
McNet1l, - Chriſtopher Miner, James Murray, William Mc- 
Alpin, Thomas Mitchel, William Martin, John Knutton, 
Thomas Kaight, Samuel Prince, Adino Paddock, Charles 
Paxton, Sir William Pepperel, John Powel, William Lee 


Perkins, Nathaniel Perkins, Samuel Quincy, Owen Ri- 
chards, Samuel Rogers, Jonathan Simpſon, George Spooner, 


Edward Stowe, Richard Smith, Jonathan Snelling, Daniel 


Silſby, Samuel Sewall, Abraham Savage, Joſeph Scott, 


Francis Skinner, William Simpſon, Richard Sharwin, 
Henry Smith, John Semple, Robert Semple, Thomas. Selk- 
ridge, James Selkridge, Robert Service, Simon Tufts, 
Arodi Thayer, Nathaniel Taylor, John Trouthbeck, 


Gregory Townſend, William Taylor, William Vaſſal, | 


Joſeph Taylor, Joſhua Upham, William Walter, Samuel 
Waterhouſe, Iſaac Winſlow, John Winſlow, jun. David 


| Willis, Obadiah Whiſton, Archibald Wilſon, John White, 
William Warden, Nathaniel Mills, John Hicks, John 


Howe, John Fleming, Robert Auchmuty, Joſhua Lo- 


ring, Samuel Goldſbury, Joſhua Loring, jun. Nathaniel 
Hatch, William Brown, Benjamin Pickman, Samuel 
Porter, John Sarjeant, Richard Saltonſtall, Thomas 
Roby; Benjamin Marſton, Moſes Badger, Jonathan Se- 


wall, John Vaſſal, David Phipps, John Nutting, Iſaac 


Noyal, Henry Barnes, Jeremiah Dummer Rogers, Da- 


pier Bliſs, Charles Ruſſel, Joſep Adams, Thomas Dane. 
forth, 


„ 


1 


tortt, Joſhua Smith, Joſeph Aſhley, jun. Ninhaiiel Dicks 
infon, Samuel Bliſs, Roger Dickenſon, Jofiah Pomeroy, 


| Thomas Cutler, Jonathan Bliſs, William Galway, Elijah 


Williams, James Oliver, Pelam Winſlow, Cornelius 
White; Edwatd Winſlow, /jun. Peter Oliver, Petet 
Oliver, jun. Joſi ah Edſon, Daniel Dunbar, Charles 
Curtis, Nathaniel Ray Thomas, Iſrael Tilden, Caleb 
Carver, Seth Bryant, Benjamin Walker, Gideon Walker, 
Zera Walker, Adam Hall, tertius, Iſaac Joice, Joſeph 


| Phillips, Daniel White, jun. Cornelius White, tertius, 


Melgar Carver, Luke Hall, Thomas Dacrow; John Baker, 
jun. Gideon White, jun. Daniel Leonard, Seth Williams, 


jun. Soloman Smith, Thomas Gilbert, Perez Gilbert, 


Ebene zer Hathaway, jun. Lott Strange; the third, Ze- 
bedee Terree, Bradford Gilbert, Joſhua Broomer, Shas 
drack Hathaway, C. Hathaway, Luther Hathaway, H. 
Tiſdel, William Burden, Levi Chace, Shadrack Chace; 


Richard Holland, Ebenezer Phillips, Samuel Gilbert 


Thomas Gilbert, jun. Ami Chace, Caleb Wheaton, 
Joſhua Wilbore, Lemuel Bourn, Thomas Perry, David 


Atkins, Samuel Perry, Stephen Perry, John Blackwell, 


zun. Francis Finny, Nehemiah Webb, Eldad Tupper, 
Silas perry, Seth Perry, E. Bourn, T. Bumpus, Ephraim 
Ellis, jun. Edward Bourn, Nicholas Cobb, William 
Bourn, Seth Bangs, John Chandler, James Putnam, 
Rufus Chandler, William Paine, Adam Walker, William 
Chandler, John Walker, David Buſh, Abijah Willard, 
Abel Willard, Joſeph Houſe, Ebnezer Cutler, James 
Eager, Daniel Oliver, Richard Ruggles, Gardner Chand» 


* ler, Joſeph Ruggles, Nathaniel Ruggles, John Ruggles; 


John Eager, Ebenezer Whipple, Iſrael Conkar, John 
Murray, Daniel Murray, Samuel Murray, Michael 


Martin, 1 Beaman, Nathaniel Chandler, John 


„ | Bowen, 
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Bowen, James Crage, Thomas Mullins, Francis Waldo, 
Arthur: Savage; Jeremiah [Potep Thomas Roſs, James 
Wildridge, George Lyde, Robert Pagan, Thomas Wyer, 
Thomas Coulſon, John Wiſwall, Joſhua Eldridge, Thomas 
Oxnard, Edward Oxnard,” William Tyng, 
Samuel Longfellow, Charles Callahan, Jonas Jones, David 
Ingerſol, Jonathan Prindall, Benjamin Noble, Francis 
Noble, Eliſha Jones, John Graves, Daniel Brewer, Ri- 


chard Square, Ephraim Jones, , and Lewis Huabbel, or any 


other perſon, though not ſpecially named in this Act, who 
have left this State, or either of ſaid States, and joined the 
enemies thereof, as aforeſaid, ſhall, after the paſſing this 


Ac, voluntarily return to this State, it ſhall be the duty 
of the Sheriff of the county, and of the Selectmen, Com- 
mittees of Correſpondence, Safety and Inſpection, Grand 


Jurors, Conſtables and Tythingmen, and other inhabitants 
of the town wherein ſuch perſon or perſons may preſume to 
come, and they are hereby reſpectively impowered and di- 
rected forthwith to apprehend and carry ſuch perſon or 


perſons before ſome Juſtice of the Peace within the county, 


Who is hereby required to commit him or. them to the com» 
mon gaol within the county, there in cloſe cuſtody to re- 
main until he ſhall be ſent out of the State, as is herein 
after directed. And ſuch Juſtice is hereby directed to give 


immediate information thereof to the Board of War of this 


State. And the ſaid Board of War are hereby impowered 
and directed, to cauſe ſuch perſon or perſons ſo committed; 
to be tranſported to ſome part or place within the dominions, 
or in the poſſeſſion of the forces of the King of Great Bri- 
tain, as ſoon as may be after receiving ſuch information, 
thoſe who are able, at their own expence, and others at the 


expence of this State, and for. this ONS to hire a . | 4 


or N ft need bee: 1880 


— 


John Wright 


+ Aud be it further enafled by the Authority aforcſaid, Thataf 
1 any perſon or perſons who ſhall be tranſported:as afareſaid, 


ſhall voluntarily return into this State, without liberty firſt 

A had and obtained from the General. Court, he ſhall, on 

$ conviftion thereof before the Superior Court of - Judicature; 
| Court of Aſſize, and:General-Cxa0l Delivery, later the 1185 


7 of death without benefit of clergy. 223632 1 3142000 
| 8 Aud be it enafted by the Authority aforefaid, That if the 
| | 4 maſter of any ſhip or veſſel ſhall, after the paſſing of this 
N 1 Act, knowingly bring into any port within this State, any 
| 1 of the perſons above named, or if any perſon ſhall, wilfully 
; or willingly, harbour or conceal any of the perſons above 
4 named or deſcribed after their return to this State, contrary 
to the deſign of this Act, ſuch maſter or perſon fo offending, 
4 ſhall, on conviction thereof before the Inferior Court of 
i Common Pleas in the county where the offence ſhall be | 
- committed, or before the Superior Court of Judicature, 
1 forfeit the ſum of jrve hundred pounds, one half thereof to 
"1 the uſe of this State, and the other half to the uſe of him 
4 or them who ſhall ſue for the ſame. ; 

4 And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
K the Preſident of the Council be, and he hereby is requeſted, 
10 to write to the ſeveral Legiſlative Aſſemblies in the United 
4 States, incloſing a copy of this Att, and deſiring them to 
3, ranſmit to this "Aſſembly a lift of the names of all perſons 
d, who have left their reſpective States and joined the enemies 
5. of the United. States, in order that ſuch perſons may be 
a prevented from refiding in this State. 

Y 3 And the Secretary is direQed to cauſe this Act to be 
5 publiſhed in the ſeveral Eoſton newſpapers, and alſo in 
114 ER hand 
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14 
hand bills, and tranſinit five hundred copies thereof to 
the Miniſters of the United States at the Court of 
France, as ſoon as may be, who are defired to cauſe the 
ſame to be made public as ſoon as may be after they ſhalt 
| have received the fame, that ſo the perſons named and de- 
ſeribed herein may be deterred from ane to como 
within this State. 55 


No. II. 
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No. II. 


STATE of MASSACHUSETTS BRAY... 
In the Year of our Lord One Thouſand Seven Hundred 
and Serventy-nine. 


An Alt for confiſcating the Eſtates of certain Perſons, 
commonly called Abſentees. : 


Wirz every 8 hack: a right to com- 
mand the perſonal ſervices of all its members whenever the 
exigencies of the State ſhall require it, eſpecially in times of 
| an impending or actual invaſion, no member thereof can 
then withdraw himſelf from the juriſdiction of the Govern- 
ment, and thereby deprive it of the benefit of his perſonal. 
ſervices without juſtly incurring the forfeiture of all bis pro- 
perty, rights and liberties, holden under, and derived from 
that conſtitution of government to the ſupport of which 
he hath refuſed to afford his aid and affiftance. And whereas 
the King of Great Britain did cauſe the Parliament thereof 
to paſs divers acts in direct violation of the fundamental 
rights of the people of this, and of the other United States 

of America, particularly one certain act to vacate and annul 
the charter of this Government, the great compact made 

and agreed upon between his royal predeceſſors and our an- 
ceſtors, and one other act, declaring the people of ſaid 
| States to be out of his protection; and did alſo levy war 
againſt them for the purpoſe of erecting and eſtabliſhing an 
arbitrary and deſpotic government over them : Whereupon 
it became the indiſpenſable duty of all the people of ſaid 


. ä to unite in n gefence of their common free- 
dom, 
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dom, and by arms to oppoſe the flects and armies of the 
faid King; yet, nevertheleſs, divers of the members of 
this and of the other United States of America, evily diſ- 
| poſed, or regardleſs of their duty towards their country, did 
1 withdraw themſelves from this and other of the ſaid United 
| States, into parts and places under the acknowledged autho- 
krity and dominion of the ſaid King of Great Britain, or into 
parts and places within the limits of ſaid States, but in the | 
actual poſſeſſion, and under the power of the fleets or armies ; 
of the ſaid King; thereby abandoning the liberties of their 
country, ſeeking the protection of the ſaid King, and of his 
fleets or armies, and aiding or giving encouragement and 
countenance to: theit operations againſt the Unie States 


et ee 2 


1 Bei it cafe 25 NY G _ Hufe i 8 in 
General Court afſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That 
every inhabitantand memberof the late Province, now State 
ef Maſſachuſetts Bay, or of any other of the late Provinces 
or Colonies, now. United States of America, who, ſince the 
nineteenth day of April, anno Domini one-thouiand ſeven 
hundred and ſeventy- five, hath levied war, or conſpired to 
levy war, againſt the government aad people of any of the 

faid Provinces or Colenies, or United States, or who hath 
adhered to the ſaid King of Great Britain, his fleets or ar- 
mies, enemies of che faid Provinces or Colonies, or United 
States, or hath given to them aid or comfort, or who, ſince 
the ſaid nineteenth day of April, anno Domiai one.thouſand 
ſeven hundred and ſeventy-five, bath withdrawn, without the 
permiſſion of the Legiſlative or Executive Authority of this 
or ſome other of the ſaid United States, from any of, the 
faid Provinces or Colonies, or United States, into parts and 
places under the acknowledged authority and dominion of; 

| _ whe ſaid * of enn Britain, or into any parts oriplaces, 

1 n x | Within 
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Wirhin the limits of any of the ſaid Provinces, Colonies, or 
United States, being in the actual poſſeſſion, and under the 

power of the fleets or armies of the faid King, or who, be- 
fore the ſaid nineteenth day of April, anno Domini ene 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-five, and after the ar- 
rival of Thomas Gage, Eſq. late Commander in Chief of 
all his Britannick Majeſty's forces in North America, at 
Boſton, the metropolis of this State, did withdraw from 
their uſual places of habitation within this State, into the 
ſaid town of Boſton, with an intention to ſeek and obtain 
the protection of the ſaid Thomas Gage, and of the ſaid 
forces, then and there being under his command, and who 
hath died in any of the ſaid parts or places, or hath not re- 
turned into ſome one of the ſaid United States, and been 
received as a ſubjeC thereof, and (if required) taken an 
oath of allegiance to ſuch States, ſhall be held, taken, 
deemed, and adjudged, to have freely renounced all civil 
and political relation to each and every of the ſaid United 
States, and be conſidered as an alien: : 


Aud be it enafed by the e aforeſaid, That all the 
goods and chattles, rights and credits, lands, tenements, 
and hereditaments of every kind, of which any of the per- 
ſons herein before deſcribed were ſeized or poſſeſſed, or 
were entitled to poſſeſs, hold, enjoy, or demand, in their 
own right, or which any other perſon ſtood or doth ſtand 
| ſeized or poſſeſſed of, or are, or were entitled to have, or 
demand to, and for their uſe, benefit, and behoof, ſhall eſ- 
cheat, enure, and accrue, to the ſole uſe and benefit of the 
Government and people of this State, and are accordingly | 
| hereby declared ſo. to reſchcat, enure, and accrue ; | 


Provided always, That the eſcheat ſhall not be ese 
to extend to, or operate upon, any goods, chattles, rights, 
C credits, 
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credits, lands, tenements, and _hereditaments, of, which 
the perſons, afore deſeribed, or ſome other in their right, 


and to their uſe, have not been ſeized or poſſeſſed, or, were 


entitled to be ſcized or poſſeſled of, or to haye or demand. 
as aiorefaid, fince the nineteenth day of April, anno Domini 


one tho aſand ſeven hundred and ſeyenty-five, and at or after 


the time of the offence committed, And i bb it is nen 
ceſſary that ſome mode of trial ſhould be inſtituted, wheres 


by to determine what eſtates are forfeited, and do eſcheat by | 


force of this act, and whereby thoſe perſons. who, may be 
accuſed of offences in this at deſeribed, may haye their 


property defended in the beſt manner that their fituation 


will admit of, 


# ; # © 


Be it therefore enacted by the Huthorizy aforeſaid, ; That the 


Atterney General of this State, or ſuch other perſon as he 


ſhall eſpecially appoint for that purpoic, may and ſhall ex- 
hibit to the Juſtices of any inferior Court of Common 
Pleas for any county within this State, wherein ſuch eſtate 
lies, a complaint againſt any perſon who hath offended in 


manner before in this act deſcribed, and who, at the time 
of ſuch offence committed, or at any time, whereby the 
ſame is or may be forfcitable according to this aQ, owned 
or held, any lands, tenements, or chattles real 4 
within ſuch county, therein ſetting forth clearly and 
plainly, the offence ſuch perſon is charged with, and 3 
full and true deſcription of the Eſtate, 1 in ſuch complaint, 


demanded as forfeited and eſcheated: And the Juſtices of 
the ſame Court ſhall thereupon, continue the ſame ſoit to 


the then next Court, and ſhall order their Clerk to make 
out a notification thereof, coptaining deſcription of. the 


lands and tenements alledged to e. eſcheated and to be 
forfeited as . aforeſaid ; and thall cauſe. the Sheriff, of the 


ſame bunte, his under Sheriff, or Depurys « or any Conia: 
2 | ble 
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ble of the town Meni ſuch lands or tenements lie, to 


leave an atteſted copy thereof at the Matifibo Houſe on the 
premiſes demanded, or in caſe théfe be no Manfi on Houls 
thereon, to poſt up the ſame in ſome public place in the 
towns, diſtri&, or plantation in which! fuch lands and tene⸗ 
ments lie, and ſhall alſo cauſe an atteſted copy of ſuch no- 


tification to be left as aforeſaid, at the laſt ahd uſual place 


of abode of the perſon charged, if a0 he had within this 
State, thirty days at leaſt before the fitting of the Court to 
which the ſame ſhall be continued. And if no petſon ſhalt 
then appear to take upon him the defence of the ſuit, the 
Court ſhall farther" continue it to the then next Court, 
where the ſame'ſhall be tried, unleſs the Court ſhall thei 


have good and ſufficient cauſe again to 'continue the ſams 


fait, and before they proceed to the trial of the fame, ſhall 


_ Gave proclamation” to be made for any perſon. or perſons 


who have claim to the fame eftate in ſuch complaint mens 
tioned, deſcribed and demanded, either in their own right, | 
or on the part and behalf of the perſon accuſed, or of any 
perſon whomſoever, to come and defend the ſame ſuit; and 
ſuch Court ſhall admit, as a party, any perſon or petlons 
who ſhall appear to take the defence of the ſame upon him 
or them as aforeſaid, and the iſſue ſhall be tried by a jury 
in the known and ordinary courſe of law uſed and apptoved 
in this State, to try whether ſuch eftate demanded, or 
any part of it, is forfeited; and ought to eſcheat by force 
of this act; and if ſuch Jury ſhalf return their verdict, 
that they find the ſame eſtate, ot any part thereof, forfeited 
as aforeſtid, the Court ſhall proceed to give judgement” 
thereon, arid iſſue a writ of habeas facias 2 2/Jonem in be- 
half of the Government and people, to cauſe them to de 
in and n of the fame, * 


42 : | | 


„ 

Provided nevertheleſs, and be it further enacted by the Autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That an appeal ſhall be alloweJ-from the 
Waere e of any inferior Court of Common Pleas, to the 


Ant 


Gaol Delivery as in, .other real aBions. 10 11 5 148 en e 


—— 
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. be it further. enacted by Ps Authardts i That 


when judgement ſhall, be given by the-ſuperior Court of 


Judicature, Court of Aſſize, and General Gaol Delivery, 


for the forfeiture of the eſtate of any perſon. charged as 
aforeſaid, that in all proſecutions, for other parts of ſuch 


perſons eſtates, in that or any other county, the only queſ- 
tion ſhall be, whether the premiſes demanded are the pro- 


perty of the perſon, a part of whoſe eſtates hath been ad- 
judged forfeited as aforeſaid: And all complaints, pleas, 
and iſſues, ſhall be regulated accordingly, and no evidence, 
of ſuch adjudication ſhall be allowed, other than the record 
of the ſame, or an authenticated copy thereof. | 


. always, 5 be it he: i Is the Abende 


aforefeid, That all the debts juftly due before the time of the 
offence committed, to any ſubject of the ſaid United States, 


from any of the perſons afore deſcribed, ſhall be W 


out of their e eſtates. 


pf be it F ates 5 the 1 e ed, That 
where the wife or widow of any of the perſons afore de- 
ſcribed, ſhall have remained within the juriſdiction of any 
of the ſaid United States, and in parts under the actual au- 
thority, thereof, ſhe ſha]l be entitled to the improvement 
and income of one third part of her, huſband's real and 
perſonal eſtate, after payment of debts, during her life and 
continuance within the ſaid United States, and her dower 
rn mall be ſet off to her by the Judges of Probate of 
Wills, 


[ as } 
Wills, in like manner as it might have been if her huſband 
had died inteſtate, within the juriſdiction of this State, 


And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if 
any perſon whoſe eftate ſhall be adjudged to have eſcheated 
as aforeſaid; and who ſhall not have any wife or widow en- 
titled to any part thereof by virtue of this AQ, and ſhall 
have within this State any relations (collateral kindred ex- 
cepted) who may not be of ſufficient ability to ſupport 
themſelves without ſome allowance out of the eſtate of ſuch 
perſon to whom they ſtand related as aforeſaid, that the 
Judge of Probate, &c. who ſhall have the right of ap- 
pointing agents for ſuch eſtate, be , and hereby is authoriſed 
and directed to fix a competent 1 from time to 


time, for the comfortable ſupport of all ſuch relations as 


are afore mentioned, having. reſpect to the value of ſuch 
eſtates. _ 1 


„ furtber enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
nothing in this Act contained ſhall be conſtrued to prevent 
the full operation of the Act entitled, © An AR againſt 
treaſon. and miſprifion of treaſon, and for regulating trials 
in ſuch caſes, and for directing the mode of executing 
judgements againſt perſons attainted of felony ;”* but every 
part thereof ſhall be and remain in as full force and effect, 
as if this Act had never been made. 


No II. 
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STATE of an 8 BAY. 


Te the Year of our Lord One Thouſand Seven Hundred 


and Sevenlyl nine. | 


749 PS . $756 - 4. 8 + Loy 
= 1 42 


Av Af to — ee e ine O 


ſpirators againſt the Government and Liberties of the 


Inbabitants of | the late Province, note State” of 


Maſſachuſetts Bay. 2 e e 
WII EREAS the ſeveral "OL leren after men- 
noned have wickedly conſpired to overthrow and deftroy 


the conſtitution of government of the late Province of 


Maſſachuſetts Bay, as eſtabliſhed by the charter agreed 


upon by and between their late Majeſties William and 


Mary, late King and Queen of England, &c. and tlie in 
habitants of faid Province, now State of Maſſachuſetts 
Bay; and alſo to reduce the ſaid inhabitants under the ab- 
ſolute power and domination of the preſent King, and of 


the Parliament of Great Britain; and as far as in them 


lay, have aided and affiſted hs Fires King and Parliament 
in their endeavours to eftablifh © a deſpotic governnient 


- over the ſaid inhabitants : : 


Be it e by the Council and Houſe of Repreſentatives 
in General Court aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, 
That Francis Bernard, Baronet, Thomas Hutchinſon, 
Eſq. late Governors of the late Province, now State of 
Maſſachuſetts Bay, Thomas Oliver, Eſq. late Lieutenant 
Governor, Harriſon Gray, Eſq late W Thomas 

Flucker, ; 
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Flucker, Eſq. late Secretary, Peter. Oliver, Rig. late chief 


Juſtice, Foſter Hutchipſon, John / Exying,. jun. George 


Exving, William. Pepperel, Baronet, James Beautineau, 


Joſhua Loring, N athaniel Hatch, William Browge,, Rip 
chard Lechmere, Joſiah Ed ſon, Nathaniel Rea Thomas, 
Timothy Ruggles, John Murray, Abijzh Willard, and 


Paniel Leonard, EIAa. late Mandamus Counſellors of ſaid 


late Province, William Burch, Henry Hylton, Charles Pax» 
ton, and Benjamin Hollowell, Eſqrs. late Commiſſioners of 
the Cuſtoms, Robert; Avchmuty, Eſq, late Judge of the Vice 


| Admiralty Court, Jonathan Sewall, Eq. late Attorney Ge⸗ 


neral, Sa: muel Quincy, Eſq. late Solicitor General, Samuel 


Fitch, Eſq. Solicitor or Counſellor at Law to the Board 


of Commiſſioners, have juſtly incurred the forfeiture-of 
all their property, rights and liberties, holden under, and 
derived from the Government and laws of this State; and 
that each and.eyery.:of the perſons afore named and de- 


ſcribed, ſhall be held, taken, deemed, and adjudged, to 
haye renounced and; loſt all. civil, and political relation 19 


this and the other United States, of Ae 250 ne 
dered 45 aliens; 20 10% | He: 4 2413 12 ILD $189 


Bri 11 enafied, by: the Authaxity aforgſaid, That all the. goods 
and, chattles, rights and, aredits, lands; tenements, and. here- 
ditaments of exery tkigd of which ,any., of the perſons 
herein before nameg and deſcribęd Wers ſeized or poſſeſſed, 
or were. entitled to, poſſeſs, hold, enjoy, or demand, in their 


on right, or which, any other perſon; Rood or doth ſtand 
_ ſeized or poſſęſſed ot, or are or Were entitled to; have or 


demand. 4 and for their uſe, benefit and behoof, ſhall eſ- 
cheat, caure, and accrue to the ſole uſe and benefit of the 
Government and people of this State, and are accordingly 
hereby declared: fo to eſcheat, enure, and accrue, and the 
1aid Government and people ſhall be taken, deemed, and 
adjudged, 


t 24 1 

| adjudged, and are accordingly hereby declared to be in the 
real and actual poſſeffion' of all ſuch goods and chattles, 
rights and credits, lands, tenements, and hereditaments, 
without farther inquiry, adjudication, or determination, 
| hereafter to be had; any thing in the AR entitled, «An 
Act for cobfiſcititie the eſtates of certain perſons, com- 


monly called abſentees,” or any other law, uſige, or cuſtom 
to the contrary notwithſtanding : Provided always, that the 


eſcheat ſhall not be conſtrued to extend to or operate upon 


any goods, chattles, rights, credits, lands, tenements, or 
hereditaments, of which the perſons afore named and de- 
ſeribed, or ſome other in their right, and to their uſe, have 


not been ſeized or poſſeſſed, or entitled to be ſeized or poſs 


ſeſſed, or to have or demand as aforeſaid, fince the 19th day 
of April, in the year of our Lord 1775. | 


And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That all 


_ debts juſtly due from any of the perſons afore named and 
deſcribed, to any ſubject of the United States of America, 


before the ſaid 19th day of April, A. D. 1775 n b | 


' Payable out of the reſpective eſtates, 


And be it further enacted by the Authority oforeſaid, That 
where the wife or widow of any of the perſons afore named 
and deſcribed, ſhall have remained within the juriſdiction of 


any of the ſaid United States, and in parts under the actual 


#747 


authority thereof, ſhe ſhall be entitled to'the improvement 
and intome of one third part of her huſband's real and per- 


ſonal eftate, after payment of debts, during her life and con- 
| tinuance within the ſaid United States; and her dower 


therein ſhall be ſet off to her by the Judges of Probate of 
Wills, in like manner as it might have been if her huſband 
had died OOTY and a San n of this State. 

; 129 1182» ws And 
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And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if 
any perſon whoſe eſtate is by this Act adjudged to have eſ- 
cheated as aforeſaid, ſhall not have any wife or widow en- 


titled to any part thereof by virtue of this act, ſhall have 


any relations (collateral kindred excepted) who may not be 
of ſufficient ability to ſupport themſelves without ſome al- 
lowance out of the eſtate of ſuch perſon to whom they 
ſtand related as aforeſaid, that the Judge of Probate of 


Wills who ſhall have the right of appointing agents for 


ſuch eſtate, be, and he hereby is authoriſed and directed to 


fix a competent allowance from time to time, for the com- 


fortable ſupport of all ſuch relations, having reſpect to the 
value of ſuch eſtate. 


D | No. IV. 
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No. IV. 


COMMONWEALTH of MASSACHUSETTS. 
In the Ye ear of our Lord One Thouſand Seven H andre 
and Ei gy -four. 


An AFR for repealing two Laws of this State, and hs 
Aſerting the Right of this free and ſovereign Com- 
mouwealth to expel ſuch Aliens as may be dangerous 
to the Peace and good Order of Government. 


W HERE As it is neceſſarily incident to every free, 
ſovereign, and independent States, to hold the right of ex- 


pelling from the dominions thereof all aliens who profeſs 
diſpoſitions, or hold principles incompatible with the ſafety 
or ſovereignty of the State : and whereas all thoſe perſons 
who have, ſince the fiſth day of October, in the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- four, and before the 
making the preſent form of Government of this Common- 
wealth, gone off to, and taken the protection of the Go- 
verament, or fleet or army of Great Britain, are conſidered 
and juſtly held to be aliens to this Commonwealth. And 
whereas thoſe of them who are named and mentioned in an 


Act of this State, paſſed in the year one 'thouſand ſeven 


hundred and ſeventy-nine, entitled, An Act to confiſcate | 


the eſtates of certain notorious.conſpirators againſt the Go- 


vernment and liberties of the inhabitants of the late Pro- 
vince, now State of Maſſachuſetts Bay, and all others of 


them who have borne arms in the late war againſt this or 


either of the United * or againſt the allies of the ſaid 
States, 
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States, or have lent money to the 8 of Great 
Britain to carry on the late war, are juſtly deemed to 
hold principles and poſſeſs diſpoſitions incompatible with 

the ſafety of the Commonwealth, and therefore ought to 

be excluded from this Commonwealth; and it being evi- 

dent that an indiſcriminate admiſſion of the other  deſerip- 
tions of thoſe unhappy people, at this period, might be at- 

tended with diſagreeable and dangerous conſequences ; but 

the laws made for their excluſion being not calculated th 
produce thoſe meaſures which are ſuitable to a State of 


peace and tranquillity - 


Be it therefore enacted by the Senate and Houſe of - Repreſen- 
tatives in General Court aſſembled, and by the Authority of the 
I ſame, That an Act made and paſſed in the year 1778, en- 
3 titled, An Act to prevent the return to this State of cer- 
tain perſons therein named, and others who have left this 
State, or either of the United States, and joined the enmies 
thereof.” And alſo another Act paſſed in the year 1783, 
entitled, © An Act to carry into execution an Act made in 
the year 1778, entitled,“ An Act to prevent the return to 
this State of certain perſons therein named, and others who 
have left this State, or either of the United States, and 
Joined the enemies thereof,“ be, and Jn pot are hereby 


repealed. 


"— be it enafted, That if any of the 3 hd 
who have left this State and gone off to, and taken the 
protection of the Government, fleet, or army of Great 

Britain, and are named in the Act aforeſaid, entitled, © An 
Act to confiſcate the eſtates of certain notorious conſpirators 
againſt the Government and liberties of the inhabitants of 


the late Province, now State of Maſſachuſetts Bay,” or 
D 3 | have 
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( 28 ] 
have borne arms, or been joined to the ſaid fleet, army, or 
to any volunteer corps of the King of Great Britain, ſhall 
preſume to return to this State, to reſide therein, it ſhall be 
the duty of every Juſtice of the Peace to give notice there- 
of to the Governor, And if ſuch perſon ſhall not imme- 
diately, upon the Governor's giving order therefor, depart 
the State, it ſhall be the duty of every Juſtice of the Peace 
to whom complaint ſhall be made thereof, to apprehend 
ſuch perſon, and him commit to the common gaol of the 
county where he may be, to be ſent off by order of the 
Governor, with advice of Council. 


And be it enafted, T hat 10 ne of any other deſcription 
of the ſaid abſentees ſhall be allowed to reſide in this State 


until ſuch perſon ſhall obtain a licenſe therefor from the Go- 


vernor, with advice of Council; and if any one of the ſaid 
perſons ſhall preſume to reſide within this State without 


| ſuch licenſe, he ſhall be treated in the ſame manner as is 


provided by this Act reſpecting thoſe who have borne arms 
againſt theſe States. Previded alſo, that no licenſe ſo given 
by the Governor, with advice of Council, ſhall have any 
force after the end of the next ſeſſion of the General Court 
after the ſame licenſe ſhall be gr anted : and that the perſon. 
who ſhall obtain the ſame, unleſs an AN of naturalization 
ſhall be paſſed in his favour, or the ſaid licenſe ſhall be ap- 
proved at the ſaid ſeffion of the General Court, ſhall be 
treated 1n the ſame manner as if the faid licenſe BY not 
been obtained, 


And whereas by the fixth article of the treaty lately made 
between the United States and the King of Great Britain, 


it is provided, that no N confiſcation 1 1 be made: 


Be 


L 29 1 
Be it therefore enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the 
lands and buildings which any of the perſons afore men- 
tioned held in fee fimple, or by a leſſer eſtate, on the 
19th day of April, 1775, and which have not by the afore- 
faid Act, entitled, An Act to confiſcate the eſtates of 
certain notorious conſpirators againſt the Government and 
Liberties of the inhabitants of the late Province, now 
State of Maſſachuſetts Bay;“ or by judgement had on 
due proceſs of law on ſuch eſtates, been confiſcated, nor 
have been pledged by Government for money borrowed, or 
| ſold by agents according to the laws of the State for the 
payment of debts due from the abſentees, or have been 
made liable to pay an annual charge for the ſupport of any 
Poor perſon, ſhall be delivered up to the perſons who re- 
ſpectively owned ſuch lands or buildings, laſt before the 
1th of April, 1775, or to any perſons claiming under 
them reſpectively; provided ſuch claimers are not included 
in the Act aforeſaid, made in the year 1778, who ſhall 
| havz the privilege of diſpoſing of the ſame at any time 
within the ſpace of three years next coming: and any deed, 
or other conveyance made thereof, to any citizen of this, 
or either of the United States, ſhall be held good and valid 
in law, to convey the ſame, to all intents and purpoſes, as 
fully and amply as if ſuch grantor was a free citizen of 
this Commonwealth, any law of this Commonwealth to 
the contrary notwithſtanding. 


In the Houſe of Repreſentatives, March 24, 1784. 
This bill having had three ſeveral readings, paſſed to be 


enacted, | 
TrIsTAM DALTON, Speaker. 
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Tn 1 March 24, REED 
This bill having had two ſeveral readings, paſſed to be 
enacted. 4 
Sane ADAMs, Preſident, 


\ opened : JOHN HANCOCK. 


A true copy. Atteſt. 
Joux AvERY, jun. Secretary. 


No. V. 


N 


No. V. 


| COMMONWEALTH of MASSACHUSETTS. 


In the Year of our Lord One Thouſand Seven Hundred . 
and Eighty- four. 


An Ad, in Addition to an Ad made and ouſed the 
preſent Year, entitled, An Act for repealing two 
Laws of this State, and for aſſerting the Right of 
this free and Sovereign Commonwealth to expel ſuch 
Aliens as may be dan gerous to the Peace and goad 
Order of Government. | 


Wurz As in the laſt paragraph of che Act WT" 
proviſion is made as follows: Provided, ſuch claimers are 
not included in the Act aforeſaid, made in the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- eight: 


Be it therefore enacied by the Senate and Houſe of Repreſen- 
tatives, in General Court aſſembled, and by the Authority of the 
fame, T at the proviſo above recited be, and hereby is re- 
pealed. And in lieu thereof, 


| Be it 3 That provided ſuch claimers are not in- 
cluded in the AR aforeſaid, entitled, © An Act to confiſ- 
cate the eſtates of certain notorious conſpirators againſt the 


SGovernment and liberties of the inhabitants of the late 


Province, now State of Maſlachuſetts Bay.“ 


And whereas by the AQ aforeſaid, made and paſſed in the 
preſent year, no proviſion is made reſpecting the real eſtates 
e 05 


E gn 1 


of fuck avſcnivns as have been mortgaged or leaſed by ordet 
of Government : 


Be it thor enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That all 
thoſe real eſtates, which on the 19th day of April, in the 
year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-five, were the 
property of any perſon or perſons who are mentioned, in- 
tended or deſcribed, in an Act paſſed in the year one thou- 
_ and ſeven hundred and feventy-nine, entitled, An Act 
for confiſcating the eſtates of certain perſons, commonly 
called abſentees ;”” and which eſtates have been mortgaged 
.by order of 8 ſhall be conſidered as having 
been confiſcated, ſaving only the right of redemption in the 
legal claimers, or in the Commonwealth where no legal 
claimant ſhall appear, upon paying and diſcharging the 
mortgage, according to the true intent and ſpirit of the 
ſame, which ſuch claimants are authoriſed to do in the 
Fame manner as the Commonwealth might; and where 
ſuch eſtate hath been leaſed by order of Government, the 
income and profit, uſe and improvement thereof, ſhall be 
conſidered as confiſcated for the term of which the ſame is 
leaſed ; and the tenants ſhall hold the ſame accordingly till 
the end of the term when the claimants ſhall have the ſame; 
and that all doings and proceedings of agents, and com- 
mittees on any real eſtate of an abſentee, or a real Britiſh 
ſubje&, which has not been confiſcated, done and had ac- 
cording to the laws and reſolutions of Government, or 
| which has been done by any other perſon under orders of 
any military commander, ſhall be good and valid to all in- 


tents and purpoſes. 


And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That all 
_the perſonal eſtate of the perſons aforeſaid, who left this 


Slate, or an 12 225 of the United States, or any of the 
| Provinces 


Fad 


. FR 1 
Provinces or Colonies of America, fince the fifth day of 
October, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſe- 
venty-four ; and before the making of the preſent conſti- 
tution or frame of government of this Commonwealth, 
and went off to; and took the protection of the Govern- 
ment, fleet, or army of Great Britain, and which perſonal 
eftate hath been taken, ſold, uſed, or diſpoſed of, by order 
of Government, ſhall be held, deemed, and taken to have 
been confiſcated 3 and that no perſon or perſons of the de- 
 feriptions aforeſaid, ſhall have or maintain any action 
againſt any committee, agent, or any perſon whatſoever, 
who has diſpoſed of the ſame in conſequence of any law, 
reſolve, or order of Government, or of the Provincial 
Congreſs, formerly holden in this then province, or of 
any order or reſolve of the United States, or taken by the 
order of any military commander, to the uſe of this or the 
United States; and where any action ſhall be brought 
therefor, the party ſued may plead the general _ and 
give this act in ec 


1 TY No. VI. 


1. 


No. VI. 


COMMONWEALTH of MASSACHUSETTS. 


In SENATE, Navenber 9, 1784. 


Whurrtas the payment of intereſt which might 
have accrued during the late war upon debts due from the 
citizens of this or any of the United States, prior to the 
commencement of the ſame, to real Britiſh ſubjects, and 
others commonly called abſentees, would be not only in- 
equitable and unjuſt, but alſo the Legiſlature of this Com- 
monwealth conceive repugnant to the ſpirit and intendment 
of the fourth article in the treaty of peace, which provides 
only for the payment of bond fide debts ; and as the Legiſ- 
lature have taken meaſures to obtain the ſenſe of Congreſs 
upon the ſaid article, ſo far as the ſame reſpects the pay- 
ment of intereſt which might have accrued as aforeſaid, and 
in the mean time judgements may be obtained in ſome of 
the Courts of law within the Commonwealth for intereſt 
accruing as aforcſaid, contrary to the true a of the 


faid treaty 2 


Therefore, Reſolved, That in all actions or ſuits which 
are, or may be, inſtituted or brought to any of the Ju- 
dicial Courts within this Commonwealth, wherein any 
real Britiſh ſubject or abſentee is plaintiff or defendant, 
and which actions or ſuits by the laws thereof are ſuſtain- 
able therein, the Juſtices of the ſame Courts are hereby ſe- 
verally directed to ſuſpend rendering judgement for any in- 
tereſt that might have accrued pen the demand contained 


in 


1 
in ſuch actions or ſuits between the nineteenth day of April, 


1775, and the twentieth day of January, 1783, until the 
third W of the next firting of the General Court, 


Provided always, That if in any ſuch actions or ſaits the 
plaintiffs ſhall move for, or by default have right to judge- 
ment, then, and in ſuch caſe, the Juſtices aforeſaid ſhall 
cauſe judgement to be entered for the principal ſum which, 
by the laws of this Commonwealth, fach plaintiffs ſhall 
be entitled to recover, and all ſuch intereſt as accrued 
thereon before the ſaid nineteenth day of April, and ſubſe- 
quent to ſaid twentieth day of January, and execution 
ſhall iſſue accordingly. And if Congreſs ſhall hereafter 
determine that the intereſt which might have accrued on 
any bong fide debts aforeſaid, during the war, ought, by the 
treaty aforeſaid, to be conſidered as part of ſuch debt x 
then the ſaid Courts reſpectively ſhall proceed to enter a 
- farther judgement for the amount of all ſuch laſt-mentioned 
zntereſt without any new proceſs, and iſſue execution for 
ſuch farther ſum accordiogly ; and all attachments inade 
on bail given upon any action inſtituted as aforeſaid, ſhall 
be holden to reſpond the final judgement that may be given 

for the amount of ſuch laſt-mentioned ingereſt, | 


Sent gown far cancurrence, 
SAMUEL Ap Als, Preſident. 


5 1 the Houſe —— November 10, 1 784. 


Read and concurred. 
| SAMUEL A. Oris, Speaker. 


Approved. e JOHN HANCOCK. 


True copy. Atteſt. 
e AY ERY, jun. e 
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